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Digital Courtroom - DOAR's New Facility
Provides Resear ch Opportunities For Legal Professionals.

By Amanda Clifford

To say DOAR's new $3 million Digita Court Facility is high tech, is an understatement.
DOAR, alitigation support and courtroom technology company, hosted the grand
opening of its new 56,000-square-foot Lynbrook, N.Y ., facility on June 6. The facility
houses a full-festured high-tech courtroom, three mock jury rooms, three conference
rooms and a boardroom, as well as the company's in-house litigeation services officeson
the top floor.

The new facility, which was financed by the Town of Hempstead by way of an indudtrid
Development Bond, boadts features such as high-tech video, digitd audio and computer
equipment, as well as Web casting, real-time court reporting and videoconferencing

capabilities

Created for lawyers, judges, law students and other legd professiondss, the facility can be
rented for trial preparation, education and research purposes. Fees vary depending on the
particular resource used.

DOAR CEO Sam Solomon said what makes this facility exceptiond is attorneys now can
benefit from the company’s litigation support services as wdl as fulfill trid research and
preparation needs, such as imaging, graphics and document management. "It is not trivia
to support both tria and litigation in asingle integrated organization,” he said.

"Thiswhole area of combining graphics and research, and tying it together with litigation
support isanew concept. Rather than going to different firms, we offer asingle service
portfolio for everything right here."

Among the many possibilities for use, the facility could be used by alaw firm to andyze
acase, using afocus group, mock jury or amock tria to prepare a case for trid; or for
judges and courtroom technol ogists who want to examine how to run a high-tech
courtroom. Other law firms might use the facility to learn how to implement technology
into their own firms or how technology will have an impact in atrid.

Pieter Van Tol, an associate a Simpson Thacher & Bartlett in New York, afull-service
generd litigation firm, recently used DOAR'’s new courtroom and a jury observation
room. “It was redly firg-class, and the courtroom looked and felt and sounded like the
red ded,” he said. “The facility was extraordinarily hepful. We learned about severd



issues that were troubling the mock juries that were not grictly legd issues, and thus
were not at the forefront of our minds. | would say it was indispensable.”

DOAR'sfacility will provide research results to various groups including the Federa
Judicia Center (FIJC) in Washington, D.C., an organization with

in the federd courts responsible for quantitative and quditative research for various
issues related to the courts.

"By daute, the FIC isto work with other public and private organizations to simulate
qudity research on federa court operations, and in that regard, we look forward to
working with DOAR and other groups with the same interest in objective studies,”" said
Beth Wiggins, senior research associate of the FIC, who with Meghan Dunn, directs the
FJC Courtroom Technology Project.

"Thedigital court facility promises to offer, among other things, great opportunities for
researching the effects of new courtroom technologies on lega decision making,”
explained Ned Feigenson, law professor at Quinnipiac University School of Law and a
research affiliate in the Yde Univeraty Department of Psychology.

"Learning more about what hgppens in the high-tech courtroom is one of the most
important itemsin the entire law and socia science research agenda. For ingtance,
without useful empirical research, advisory committees and legdaureswill not bein a
position to draft, recommend and enact sound evidentiary rulesto address the uses of
modern methods of visud communication,” said Feigenson.

In the next three year's, expect to see two to four more DOAR digita court facilities
across the United States and in the United Kingdom, Solomon said. "We want to look at
primary trid markets, where there is a Sgnificant amount of litigation to the Sze of the
city, such as Chicago or L.A., and to develop an integrated network of digital courtroom
facilities. That isthe ultimate goa.” Solomon aso noted courtroom technology has an
extremdly bright future, predicting that by the year 2007, about 70 percent of the federd
tria courts and 40 percent of the Sate trid courtsin the United States will have pre-
sentation technology.

"I think many lawyers believe atorneys who are good a presenting their cases visudly
have an advantage over atorneyswho aren't. They seeit as another advocacy toal,”
Wigginssad.



